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his suggestions daily. However, as good reasons were given,
he took it all good-naturedly. Finally it was decided that
the rotor must be one with many relatively small slots to
subdivide the field winding into a large number of small
coils, so that each could be supported without unduly crash-
ing the insulation and becoming displaced. This developed
into the "parallel-slot" construction, which was used by
the Westinghouse Company for many years, and which
really made the Westinghouse type a pacemaker in the
race toward higher speeds, which came in the following
years.

The 3600-revolutions-per-minute, parallel-slot rotor for
the 60-cycle generator, when first designed, was made
cylindrical in general form, but with two sides flattened.
On test this made such a frightful noise that it was con-
sidered impossible. Westinghouse, who was greatly in-
terested, saw this first rotor on test in the East Pittsburgh
shops, and was much disturbed by the noise. He asked if
this was the best that could be done. The answer was to
the effect that this was the best for the present. Westing-
house seemed much disappointed, and when a few days
later he was told that the noise could probably be over-
come in a very simple manner, he snapped at the sugges-
tion and wanted to know how. It was explained that by
making the rotor entirely cylindrical, without the flat sides,
and cutting in the parallel grooves and finally turning off
the supporting wedges to give a finished cylindrical face
after the rotor was wound and wedged, a comparatively
quiet construction should be obtained. Westinghouse
thought about it a moment and then laughed and said:
"Things are easy when you know how." He authorized
the improved construction to be taken up at once, and this
eventually proved quite satisfactory, and was used for some